An attempt to write a college textbook for general biology poses the problem of striking the happy medium between boring the students who have had advanced courses in biology and those who have had little or no biology. The authors have met this problem adequately, though there are passages where they commit the fault of too obviously talking down to the student. This fault is most apparent in the first chapter where we find, for example, the following sentence: "Dogs, horses, birds, and flies are animals." However, once the authors settle down to presenting the actual subject matter, they do an excellent job of avoiding the twin pitfalls of over-simplification and of making the presentation too involved or too complex.
Some serious faults are the lack of a bibliography, a distracting use of quotations without references, and infrequent footnotes.
One of the most refreshing aspects of this textbook is the authors' attempt to teach the student to apply the scientific method and the information gleaned to everyday living. One way in which they have done this is to "debunk" some of the more extreme advertising claims made by the manufacturers of cigarettes and laxatives.
This book has been written as a teaching aid, and, as such, it facilitates the work of both the student and the instructor. Though there is still room for improvement, this is a superior college textbook for general biology and an improvement over previous editions. One of the most frustrating and perplexing experiences a student in medicine can have is watching a surgical procedure when he has not had adequate background. Few are the surgeons who give a running commentary on all details, from positioning to knot-tying. Thus, not understanding the why and wherefore of technique, the uninitiated profits little or none by his attendance. One of the merits of this book is the prevention of this confusion by a thorough discussion of basic operating room procedure. Though description of complete operations is beyond the scope of
